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January 24, 1848 
 
Hear ye o Kaauwai, 
 
I hereby explain to you, the Commissioner of Land Claims of the Kingdom of Hawaii. Of House 
claims, land claims, of claims of such things that you are to decide the right and the wrong. Therefore, 
this is what I am of a thought to tell you. 
 
We have houses on Lanai, 5 houses. My brother in-law, Kihei, has gone to Oahu, and I am the heir of 
the houses. 
 
Therefore I am of the mind to petition you for the houses. Kawaaiki, the Konohiki has taken the 
houses from us who are below Haoleelua. It was not him, Nahaolelua, who has taken the houses. 
 
Kawaaiki took them. Here is reason for taking it, he has an interest in the land. Kawaaiki said that he 
has a personal interest in the land. My thoughts were thus, the crops on the land, according to the 
Law, that if the land is well worked, that is the payment. Therefore I thought that I had the right to the 
Houses. The land is his right, not to the Houses. The houses are for me, that is why I thought of 
petitioning you. There are Five 5. My thought is that the houses are personal property which belong 
to me. It is finished. Farewell to you, Kaauwai.  
 
Done by me, Paulo. 
 
 
 


